4.5 	CROWN LANDS


DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE


While the most significant and visible commercial use of Crown land is forest harvesting and cattle grazing authorized by the Ministry of Forests, there are many other uses authorized by a variety of government agencies (i.e. BC Parks, Ministry of Mines, etc.).  British Columbia Assets and Lands Corporation (BCAL) is the agency responsible for Land Act dispositions that make essential contributions to local economies by allowing for the diversification of commercial use of Crown land in an area..  Some examples of these uses include:


agriculture - for food production through expansion of existing farm units


downhill ski developments including destination resorts


heli-ski operations including base facilities where private land is not available


commercial recreation operations such as guided nature viewing, hiking, etc.


commercial film production


rock, sand and gravel quarries


recreational cottage lots through a planned development process


residential developments - where such developments meet with community planning objectives


public and private airport facilities


telecommunication sites such as cable television, cellular phone sites, 2-way radio repeaters


public solid waste disposal sites for local governments


public and private utilities such as pipelines and powerlines


community/institutional facilities - fire halls, school sites etc.


access road construction to private land


private wharves and commercial marinas


Many of these uses are short term, relatively low impact or site specific.  Therefore, the majority of Land Act authorizations to use Crown resources take the form of permits, licenses and leases.  Very little Crown land is actually sold or converted from Crown to private ownership.  Approximately ??% of the Lillooet LRMP area is in private ownership.  The majority of conversion of Crown to private ownership occurred in the plan area between 1865 and 1914.


The continued and sustainable growth of the local, regional, and provincial economy is dependent on the availability of Crown land and amenities.  Growth is also dependent on Crown land being available for infrastructure needs such as transportation, communication, and service corridors.  In the Lillooet area, diversification of the local economy through the expansion of the commercial tourism sector is an immediate concern.  In future, the expanded need for agricultural food production land could be of major significance. 


VISION


Crown land will continue to be available throughout the plan area for a wide spectrum of Land Act applications that provide opportunities to grow and diversify the economic base of the plan area communities.  Land Act decisions will be made considering a broad spectrum of community and resource interests to create opportunities within the planning area for diversified and sustainable growth. 


�
CROWN LANDS - OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES


�
�
1) Issue:  BCAL currently has existing policies that consider a broad range of interests when making Land Act decisions.  There is no certainty, however, that changes in political parties will not result in changes to current the mult-use management practices will continue.  There is a continuing need for Land Act allocations to consider other land and resource values such as sensitive cultural and heritage features, wildlife and fisheries habitat, recreation areas, and timber and range values.  Historical, current, and future needs should be considered in making dispositions on Crown land.�
�
4�
�
1.1) Goal:  Consider a broad range of land and resource values while continuing to administer the Land Act throughout the plan area.�
�
MPOL�
3�
1.1.1) Objective:  Adjudicate Land Act applications and “Land Act Reserve” proposals while recognizing land and resource values and existing tenures.


Note: should add in a definition of land act reserve based on BCAL’s specific meaning of this term.  (E.g. sheep range reserves).  ?Glossary


Indicator:  The number of Land Act applications that are compatible with other uses tenures.


Responsibility for implementation: BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring: BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies�
�
MPOL�
3�
a�
Use information from other agencies and local government under the referral system, guidelines and other sources to make decisions on Land Act allocations of Crown land.�
�
MPOL�
3�
b�
Allocate only that amount of Crown land necessary for any given proposal.  �
�
MPOL�
3�
c�
Attach provisions, where possible, to the disposition to ensure that Crown land is used for the specified purpose (e.g., agricultural dispositions included in the ALR).�
�
�
�
d�
Ensure that the management plans submitted for Crown Land leases and tenures address the habitat and wildlife issues relevant to the area and application involved.�
�
MPOL�
3�
e�
Promote “twinning” or multiple use of access, utility, and other corridors in decisions for Crown land dispositions in order to minimize impacts on other resources (i.e., productive forest base, visuals, ALR and wildlife habitat).�
�






�



�
�
2) Issue: As demands on Crown land continue to increase, planning for future opportunities becomes increasingly important.  There is a need to identify opportunities for future land allocations to ensure that a broad spectrum of crown land users can continue to be accommodated and new opportunities are supported.  Some of these uses are incompatible, or may block access to future land allocation opportunities (i.e. access beyond a tenure, or access to private land), limiting future expansion.�
�
MPOL�
�
2.1) Goal:  Identify opportunities for Crown land allocations and ensure that the establishment of provincial reserves and designations for a specific purpose do not arbitrarily preclude future expansion, but continue to meet a broad spectrum of settlement, economic development, conservation and other needs.  The intent is to use “reserves” discretely and only where appropriate to achieve a specific purpose.�
�
�
�
2.1.1) Objective:  Undertake inventories and identify opportunities for Crown land disposition including, but not limited to, commercial recreation, recreational cottage lots, linear corridors, community infrastructure and expansion, industrial uses, etc.


Indicator:  Number of completed inventories.


Responsibility for implementation:  BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring: BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies�
�
MPOL�
3�
a�
Encourage provincial agencies to participate in strategic plans such as Growth Management Strategies, to determine future community expansion and infrastructure needs.�
�
MPOL�
3�
b�
A proactive approach to public input and community participation should be implemented that provides a number of different avenues for input. �
�



MPOL�
3�
2.1.2) Objective: Establish “reserves from application”, or “designated use areas” under the Land Act, that provide for a single or restricted use as authorized under the Land Act.  These reserves and designations will be established at the operational level through, among other things, the application process or lower level planning.


Indicator:  Number of complaints of access being cut-off;  Number of dispositions; number and area of reserves created (if too many reserves come forward the Monitoring committee must address why the objectives around alienation in the LRMP are not working).


Responsibility for implementation:  BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring: BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
MPOL�
3�
a�
When considering Land Act applications, use the referral process to identify incompatible uses. Compatible uses should be combined (e.g. powerlines and private drive access that cross crown land) and incompatible uses should be separated (e.g. snowmobiles and heli-ski tenures) by directing specific uses to appropriate areas where possible. �
�
MPOL�
3�
b�
Use “Land Act Reserves” discretely and as appropriate to consider future land and resource values.  �
�
MPOL�
3�
c�
When considering Land Act applications and proposals, ensure the option is maintained to access lands beyond the area under application (i.e. access for public recreation, access to private land, etc.). �
�



�
3�
3) Issue: Some private lands are turned back to the Crown (via tax forfeitures, escheat, or surplus to another agency’s needs), and are often isolated amongst other private parcels, providing little benefit to the Crown. These parcels are often difficult to manage and for all intents and purposes act as private land.  The highest and best use of this land is often best served as private land and not as Crown land.�
�
�
3�
3.1) Goal:  Ensure that isolated Crown land parcels are reviewed for the highest and best use, and wherever possible are dealt with in a manner that achieves the most benefits to the Crown, the economy and the community.�
�
MPOL�
3�
3.1.1) Objective: Where BC Assets and Lands Corporation deems private ownership appropriate, offer for sale isolated parcels that are registered in the Land Title Office and deemed surplus by provincial agencies.  These parcels should also be appropriately zoned or designated within a local government land-use plan. 


Indicator:  The ratio of the number of surplus parcels reviewed vs. the  number of reversions.


Responsibility for implementation:  BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring: BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
MPOL�
�
a�
Create a consistent referral process by encouraging local governments to enter into protocol agreements with MELP and BC Assets and Land Corporation respecting notification and review of such parcels by local government prior to the parcel being put up for sale.�
�
MPOL�
�
b�
Give consideration to local governments requests to acquire such land for infrastructure or other community purposes. �
�
�
�
c�
Consider the zoning or designation of these parcels within local government plans when disposing of these lands.�
�



�
3�
4) Issue:  Some areas of Crown land that are adjacent to settlements offer a recreational opportunity that is of high value to those living nearby.  Conflict may arise when a tenure or Land Act disposition is approved without due consideration for the interests of those who have an established recreational use of the area.. �
�
�
3�
4.1) Goal: Plan tenured activities near the interface of Crown and private lands so that conflicts between existing recreational users and new Land Act dispositions can be minimized.�
�
MPOL�
3�
4.1.1) Objective:  Implement a process to: identify existing recreational use near (to be defined by the process itself and dependent on the type of recreational use being examined) settlements, consider local recreational use in a referral process, and protect, or demonstrate consideration of, local recreational values during the allocation of tenures.


Indicator: Number of recreation areas adjacent to settlements identified; number of recreational map notations; number of different sources of information used to document use.


Responsibility for implementation:  BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring:  BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
MPOL�
3�
a�
Where approved planning processes have addressed conflicts between recreational users and other resource users, use Land Act  appropriate designations, reserves and tenures (i.e. Land Act, Forest Act, etc) to implement the conflict-resolution decisions of these processes, where appropriate.   �
�
MPOL�
3�
b�
Consider public input, agency and local government comments when determining the type, configuration and conditions of Land Act designations, reserves and tenure.�
�
MPOL�
3�
c�
Recreational use near communities should be inventoried and that information maintained in mapped or another easily accessible format that can be used by both government agencies and the public.�
�



�
3�
5) Issue: Although there is little aggregate development currently within the plan area, aggregates are projected to be important in the future as the larger centers run out of aggregates for building materials.  Maintaining access to these deposits will require consideration in the current planning process.


�
�
�
3�
5.1) Goal: Ensure that construction aggregate resources continue to be available for development.  �
�
MPOL�
3�
5.1.1) Objective: Identify, evaluate and map sources of potential construction aggregates within the plan area.


Indicator: Map of aggregate sources


Responsibility for implementation:  BCAL


Responsibility for monitoring:  BCAL�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
MPOL�
3�
a�
Encourage the Ministries of Energy and Mines, Environment, Lands and Parks, Transportation and Highways and Municipal Affairs and Housing to work collectively with local governments, BC Assets and Land Corporation, and the aggregate industry to identify, evaluate and map sources of potential construction aggregates�
�
MPOL�
3�
b�
Consider the aggregate potential of an area prior to zoning to minimize future conflicts between uses such as residential use and gravel pits.�
�
MPOL�
3�
c�
In areas of high aggregate potential, consider the impacts on resource extraction when considering surface uses that would preclude development of aggregates.�
�
MPOL�
3�
d�
Use the best available aggregate information when considering tenure applications.�
�



Draft Lillooet Land and Resource Management Plan   ·


General Management – CROWN LANDS   ·





� FILENAME �Lands0011126 ss.doc�		4.5 - �page �1�











